Let’s take a small stepClh s —5 2@z bz >)

Do you know how many children pass away in the world every second?
Many of these children die from reason we can’ t imagine. In Israel, there are many conflicts
and hundreds of children are killed or injured. Others lose their parents, and are left
homeless with no one to care for them. In Sudan, a bad iliness called cholera will kill 50000
children this year if they can't get clean water. In Nigeria, more than 10 million children can't
go to school. Can you imagine those scenario in Japan? Of course, not. We can go to school and
study every day, we can drink clean water whenever we want, we can go to the hospital if we
are sick. But in fact, there are many children who can't live like us. This is a fact in the world.

So I am interested in the efforts to help these kinds of kids. Do you know “kokkyo naki
ishidan"? They help people in places without medical service or in danger. They have 30000
staff in 70 countries. And they give more than 8 million people much needed medical service
every year. They are called "Ishidan” but their service is not only medical but also to support
many other workers. For example, nurses, pharmacist, specialist on public health, and so on.
They are all volunteers and work through donation from all over the world. So their activities
are known in the world, they've even been awarded the noble peace prize in 1999. I am really
moved by their volunteer work.

I think it must not happen that many children die from the lack of money or medical
service. If they were in Japan, they can grow up and be anything they want. It's unequal. T
think volunteer work is really hard because they often have heavy responsibilities, without a
salary to live off. But what they do receive is much greater than any salary, and that is an
appreciation from many people, and smiles from the kids they help. I think they must be a
great treasure for them. I want to work as volunteer saving children all over the world.

At last, what can we do to save the children? I think everyone should know the facts
about children around the world. If we donate 3000 yen to the volunteer group, 120 children
can have food, water and medical attention needed to live. We can find many ways like this if
we pay attention. The most important thing is not someone's big step, but everyone's small
step. Let” s take a small step together!
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